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CO gas exerts its harmful effects
through its binding with haemo-
globin (Hb) to form COHb. This
binding diminished the oxygen
binding capacity of haemoglobin;
as a consequence, there is no
oxygen in the circulation, resulting
in tissue anoxia.

Depending on the CO level, the
symptoms range from light head-

ache, vertigo, nausea, vomiting,
syncope until coma and death.

The chronic effect was mainly
on the central nervous system,
causing Parkinsonism, dementia
and psychosis.
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The survey was done in 1998-
1999, on 2000 plywood industry

workers in South Kalimantan. It was
found that 696 (35%) among them
have some kind of skin diseases.

The most prevalent was tinea
pedis (248 - 35,6%), followed by
contact dermatitis (148 — 21,3%)
and allergic dermatitis (74 — 10,6%).

These skin diseases were mostly
found among log pond workers
(50,59%),followed by boiler workers
(50%) and hot press workers
(47,6%).
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